From Practices to Things:

First Books in the Ancient World
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Renmin University of China, Suzhou Campus, August 28-29, 2024
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Schedule / &

40 minutes presentation, 20 minutes discussion per speaker
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Chair / Tff A\: ZHANG Jing ki

8:30-9:30  Martin Kern
From Practices to Things: The View from China

9:30-10:30 John Baines
On the Place of Books in Early Egyptian Written Culture: Possible
Forerunners and Their Transformation
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10:30-10:50 Tea break

10:50-11:50 Sophus Helle
Enheduana Released: The Medium of the Cuneiform Manuscript
Tradition
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11:50-14:00 Lunch break

14:00-15:00 Glenn Most
First Books in Ancient Greece
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15:00-16:00 Jackie Elliott
First Books in Ancient Rome



16:00-16:20

16:20-17:20

17:20-18:30
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Tea break
XU Xingwu

The First Book in Chinese Intellectual History
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CHEN Yinchi [% 5|5, ZHANG Hanmo K5, GUO Xi'an %P4 %
Response and Extension to the Topic of the Day: Oral Literature,
Performance, and Written Culture in Traditional China
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August29 /8 A 29 H

Chair / F#fA: YAO Shuang Bk#

8:30-9:30

9:30-10:30

10:30-10:50

10:50-11:50

11:50-14:00

14:00-15:00

15:00-16:00

16:00-16:20

16:20-17:20

Nathan Mastnjak

A Material Perspective on the Formation of the Book of Jeremiah
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Alberto Rigolio
In Search of the Syriac First Books
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Tea break

Beatrice Griindler
An Arabic “Book” That Moves: Kalila and Dimna
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Lunch break

Andrew Ollett
South Asia’s First Books
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David Lurie

Fractal Temporality and the First Books of Japan
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Tea break

XU Jianwei



From Watching to Reading: Changes in Ancient Chinese Reading
Practices
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17:20-17:50 JIANG Lujing & #
Special presentation: The Chu Bamboo Slips From the Warring States
Period That Have Appeared Around Jinan City in Recent Years
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17:50-18:30 Concluding Remarks
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Participants / 2% 44 B

John Baines, Oxford University 2 K%

CHEN Yinchi [% 5|5, Fudan University & H k2%

Jackie Elliott, University of Colorado, Boulder F£}%' i % K
Beatrice Griindler, Free University Berlin #A#k 5 B K27~
GUO Xi’an 5%, Fudan University & H K2%

JIANG Lujing # %4, Jingzhou Museum 3f| ! {#4)1H
Sophus Helle, Princeton University AR K27

Martin Kern, Princeton University & #R i k2~
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=
921

. XU Jianwei #&%Z, Renmin University of China 1 [E A K2

=
(o)}

. XU Xingwu &G, Nanjing University B4 5 K%

=
~N

. YAO Shuang %k#E, Renmin University of China [ A [ K%
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