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Call for Applications: MPG-CAS Summer School
“Astral Science, Cosmology, and Common Knowledge of Historical China and Beyond”
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19 Yuquan Road, Shijingshan District, 100040 Beijing
August 25 — September 3, 2025
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School of Humanities, University of Chinese Academy of Sciences
Max-Planck Institute for the History of Science
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This Summer School is co-organized by the University of Chinese Academy of Sciences
(UCAS) and the Max Planck Institute for the History of Science (MPIWG). Based on three
interrelated research groups at the two institutions — the “Daily Practices of Cosmological
Knowledge” led by Dr. Sun Mengmeng at UCAS, “Heavens in Your Hand: Artifacts and Astral
Practices In Eurasia and North Africa” led by Stamatina Mastorakou and Jeffrey Kotyk at MPIWG,
and “Common Knowledge and Its Sources in the Sinosphere” led by Shih-Pei Chen at MPIWG, we
bring a representative group of specialists on history of astronomy, astrology, cosmology, common
knowledge, and digital humanities together to give introductory courses and research lectures at the
School of Humanities, University of Chinese Academy of Sciences in Beijing, China over 10 days.

This School centers on the history of astral knowledge in ancient China and in cross-cultural
contexts, extending to broader cosmological traditions and the study of everyday practical
knowledge influenced by such traditions. It will also include training in digital humanities and visual
culture analysis. We welcome applications from graduate students engaged in the following
research areas: history of astronomical and astrological knowledge and practices; the formation and

evolution of common knowledge within the Sinographic cultural sphere; and the interdependence
and interplays of cosmology, common knowledge, and technologies.
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This program will accept 10 doctoral students enrolled in international universities outside of
China, specializing in the history of Chinese science, technology, and medicine, history of
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knowledge, or related humanities fields. Applicants must demonstrate fluent communication
proficiency in both English and Mandarin Chinese. (Some courses will be conducted in Chinese,
while the working languages will be both Chinese and English. Reading ability in Classical Chinese
is strongly recommended.)
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25 graduate students (master or doctoral students) enrolled in Chinese universities specializing
in the history of Chinese science, technology, and medicine, or related humanities disciplines.
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August 25, Afternoon: Opening ceremony
Evening: Evening meeting and dinner reception
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August 26 to September 3: Courses and research activities
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September 3: Presentation of Student Certificates in the afternoon
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September 4: Check-out

=. 2HFREZKME Invited instructors and speakers

M1Eiti - Shih-Pei CHEN (Max Planck Institute for the History of Science, Germany)

. FREYE GUO Jinsong (JbEi KIS R)

3. ¥ & Marta HANSON (Institute for Advanced Studies, Friedrich-Alexander-
Universitédt Erlangen-Niirnberg, Germany)

4. ZEXKE Joan JUDGE (York University, Canada)

5. Monica KLASING-CHEN (Institute of East Asian Art History, Heidelberg
University, Germany)

6. Jeffrey KOTYK (Max Planck Institute for the History of Science, Germany)

7. X BE LIU Xiao CHERRBE R AR 2D

8. MIPH LIU Zimo GEHERFERIFELR)

9. A&z (LU Chuanyi) (b R2EAR HF 5T L)

10. Stamatina MASTORAKOU (Max Planck Institute for the History of Science,
Germany; University of Pittsburgh, USA)

11. 53 QIU Jingjia (HF[E N RK2ET 5224650

12. B¢ X Dagmar SCHAFER (Max Planck Institute for the History of Science,
Germany)

13. k598 SHEN Yubin (EHR¥REHR)

14. iz B SHI Yunli (W [EBFERAR R AR S SREE S RO

15. ARAfFL SONG Shenmi (Il P& 25 K 5 RHE A ST FE B

16. fhE& & SUN Chengsheng (JEMER2ERlEH R

17. FhiiEfi SUN Mengmeng (H[E R} 2B K 2= R 52 £

18. FJ # WANG Guangchao (H[E R} K2R 8 &)

19. FE/NE WANG Xiaohu  (HEFFITTE K 2R A HR S BT FL B )

20. ¥ Y5 YANG Qiao (The Van Leer Jerusalem Institute, Israel)

21. ™5RfE YAN Bichen (GEHEKHFIE % R)
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. #2H Cost

o BN KBRS TG —&+$H Activity fees and meals will be covered by the
organizers

o EAMFRAEEN NETEFHES 5% 317 %HE Domestic round-trip travel and
individual accommodations are to be arranged by participants themselves.

o XTHEBREA, Kl DB R L TR AL AR E R 2 AL S B AR [ BRALEE
[ R B K& N S22 R 4 — e HEE A 15 For international students, the Max
Planck Institute for the History of Science will provide a single round-trip international

flight from their home institution to Beijing, with accommodations covered and arranged
by UCAS.

F. EMEFR Certificate

ZINFHME PR AT URIN , R 7] Ao SR STIE M

A certificate of completion will be issued to all students who have completed the course.
75y FHEIRB Application

R (WF) - FHHIFRIEEFE RN EZE N Please fill in the application form
attached below, including a recommendation and a signature of your principal supervisor.
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Application deadline: June 6, 2025

#3757\ Submission

1. FE%22E For students studying in China

BT B HE R AR S R BIMBHF sunmengmeng@ucas.ac.cn, FETHBFEbRE A ER  “ ZH
RS RIEAAR .

2. [HBr24 For international students

Please submit your application by emailing the signed form to <schen@mpiwg-berlin.mpg.de> with
the email subject of “Application to Summer School: <your last name, first name>".

+. NIEEFD Notification of selection result

NAREFTE: 20254F 6 A 16 HA 4 Around June 16, 2025
INATIETE: WB-IE %N Notification via email
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MPG-CAS Summer School

“Astral Science, Cosmology, and Common Knowledge of Historical China and Beyond”
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Application form
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Name Gender Date of Birth
ER A PRt
Language B ES
proficiency University,
Department
i Principal St (At
Supervisor N5 5
Lo AR
Academic
Status
(MA/ PhD,
Start Year)
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dissertation topic in 150 words

Please describe your research area or

XA H1E Phone

HEAH Email
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citizens

R 2 4NE4$E | Citizenship:
A, HIEE
For non-Chinese
citizens

Passport Number and Expiration:

Emergency Contact:

HEAMNH: FALP. R K. BEtrat Rl KSmARBHEPER H K. D
Self-introduction: Please introduce yourself, including your academic background, your current research
interests, research goals, and objectives in relation to your dissertation, and your current progress. Include a
discussion of what you hope to gain from participation in the Summer School and how participation in the
Summer School will further your research goals and objectives.
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Language Assessment

Please offer a self-assessment of your language proficiency, both English and Classical Chinese, including
your speaking and listening comprehension, and your reading abilities in classical Chinese. Do you feel that
you have the language skills needed to participate fully in the Summer School?

I & W Recommendation of principal supervisor

M Supervisor Sign: HH#H Date:




