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The lower class of the Neo-Assyrian Empire was essential for the imperial system 

to function but simultaneously posed a danger to its existence. As a historical 

actor who influenced the history of Iron Age Mesopotamia, subaltern and lower-

class people are underexplored. However, a thorough investigation of the lower 

class is necessary to understand the rise and fall of polities like the Neo-Assyrian 

Empire.

In this talk, I will attempt to investigate the lower class of the Neo-Assyrian Empire 

by examining the houses and dwellings they occupied. Through this examination, 

I aim to reconstruct standards of living and observe how they changed during the 

300 years of the Neo-Assyrian Empire. Such an investigation allows for a deeper 

exploration of the everyday lives of lower-class people and helps us understand 

what it meant to be poor in ancient Assyria.
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