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Forschungskolloqwum Im Sommersemester 2025
von Altorientalistik und Vorderasiatischer Archaologie
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Mittwoch, 23. April um 16:15 Uhr
Raum 0.2051, Fabeckstr. 23/25

Georg Cyrus (FU Berlin):

Economic crisis, displacement, and
forced resettlement: The architecture
of the lower class in the Neo-
Assyrian Empire.

Relief from Niniveh: Deportees from Lachish
(British Museum) © Wikipedia, M. Peel

The lower class of the Neo-Assyrian Empire was essential for the imperial system
to function but simultaneously posed a danger to its existence. As a historical
actor who influenced the history of Iron Age Mesopotamia, subaltern and lower-
class people are underexplored. However, a thorough investigation of the lower
class is necessary to understand the rise and fall of polities like the Neo-Assyrian
Empire.

In this talk, | will attempt to investigate the lower class of the Neo-Assyrian Empire
by examining the houses and dwellings they occupied. Through this examination,
| aim to reconstruct standards of living and observe how they changed during the
300 years of the Neo-Assyrian Empire. Such an investigation allows for a deeper
exploration of the everyday lives of lower-class people and helps us understand
what it meant to be poor in ancient Assyria.
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