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Prospects for a Transformed Korean

Peninsula in 2019

Scott Snyder (CFR, Senior Fellow)

Unprecedented North Korean diplomatic activity has opened
the door to a transition from the looming possibility of
military conflict to prospects for peace on the Korean
Peninsula, Kim Jong—un's New Year's speech and subsequent
visit to China indicate that North Korea will continue to
pursue its strategic objectives of enhanecing its security and
prosperity through diplomacy, Kim Jong—un, however, has
still made no tangible demonstration of intent to embrace
denuelearization, or to trade the nuclear deterrent for
normalized political and economic relations,

The Korean Peninsula appears to be on the cusp of
transformational change for the first time in decades, vet
the underlying strategic realities that have defined the
Korean Peninsula stand off remain unchanged, This seeming
contradiction will test the ability of strategists to respond
to potentially transformative developments, while avoiding
the risk of being misled where hopes for change remain
unrealized,

For South Korea, the critical challenge revolves around
opportunities to pursue North Korean threat reduction while
cultivating an enduring peace on the peninsula, Until such
a peace is achieved, South Korea will continue to depend on
the United States to supply a robust security guarantee and
economic partnership as an insurance policy against North
Korea's possible reversion to hostility, and as a mechanism to
preserve the stable, open markets that have enabled Korea's
economic success, The U,8,—ROK alliance also remains a
necessary hedge against the possibility that China might use
its expanded regional influence to pursue its own interests
at the expense of its less powerful neighbors, South Korea's
final challenge will be to secure assurances that American
commitments to South Korean defense remain durable, even
under a president who believes that such commitments enable
free—riding by alliance partners,
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Kim Jong—un must walk an even more challenging double
tight—rope in his effort to normalize relations and achieve
peace with the United States, while holding out until the
latest possible moment on denuclearization, To do so, he
seeks to bolster the appearance of support from China to
enhance his bargaining power over the United States, while
also drawing closer to South Korea, preferably by driving a
wedge into the U,5,—ROK alliance,

In his meetings with Kim Jong—un, Xi Jinping continues
to cooperate with the United States to press North Korea
on denuclearization, while working with North Korea to
utilize tension reduction as a lever by which to diminish
U.S, presence and influence in the region, Growing tensions
between the United States and China have put the ability of
the two major powers to cooperate on North Korea at risk,
but many still see shared interest on the North Korea issue
as the single most promising buffer against the risk of a
full-scale cold—war style confrontation between Washington
and Beijing,

President Trump would like to make peace with a
denuclearized North Korea, and has voiced his enthusiastic
support for Kim Jong—un as a leader who can make this
happen, Worries persist, however, that Trump may recognize
Kim's legitimacy while allowing North Korea to remain a
nuclear state, Trump has demanded greater compensation for
the presence U.S, Forces Korea on the Korean Peninsula, and
without an increased pay—in from the Korean government
may be willing to roll back forces, The removal of the U.S,
troop presence on the Korean Peninsula, a major obstacle to
unification that North Korean leaders previously could only
dream about, has begun to look plausible, The United States
has an interest in supporting inter—Korean peace building,
but any peace built at the expense of denuclearization will be
unsustainable,

For decades, the peace equation on the Korean Peninsula
resembled a jumble of mismatched puzzle pieces, Though
the players have located many of the missing pieces, it is
unclear whether they will actually be able to put these pieces
together, And, there is always the risk that despite progress,
someone will upend the board and send everyone else back to
square one,
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A7) Fitol ek,

o B4 1 92 AR CPYS EFSHE TR W
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FHAREE-SAECSC)2}

oot A=FTA o F&= AT

[Robert Schuman(1886 — 1963) AFZ! : My Country? Europel!]

fdA%HEuropean Union, EURE 2] Falo| 2o 'BU A+
AF(EU Pioneer)&24] 14% 3G ARG #gskaL gl 1 &
S2lofA )& AlERE SUAYFEle] A A YT
el ole|ub¢)(Konrad Adenauer, 1949-63y #|9]), d=t2]
8 A (Winston Churchill, 1941-45, 1951-55¢ #2)),
ek 51K Cognac) AWhe] stuf ghofl 4l E4le 2 4] f]dite]
AR ehefdl 2 2u|(Jean Monnet), 123l S ebHAE
%Z3|(Furopean Coal and Steel Community, ECSC)2] &H42je]
seps 9| Rakn £410] B2 7 {Robert Schuman)e] $Ick,
2|2 f77o] 'BU A7 E5e £ gli= o] f-= vt= 19] o}
ojtjo|g Ay H FEASHLTFAI 25 FHAY EUg|
2|7} =|907] W Aolct, SRR, 27t of a1y Agtn) A}
o] FFAE AR tisfiAe & dejA)R] gk Fo) 9l
o}, o] Kito] ot 87t 23l ECSC7} Fotilet Aol =
Ak WES SoR vleti e dYEe] " £k 9l

U2 SR opUR 313 (European)o|¢ith, 1866W &
Asas gae] B4Ra5 Qb gl Sehe-4l(Clausen)olet
£ ol eold frk, of2]e] Hgls flEis mehaglelq]
ch7} 21o] w8kl 2a9l(Lorraine)o] Eo) o8 M= =+
Ao| £& upl Algholc}, E 119] ofr{Us FAINEA ARl
o}, % 2HIE Eold fi= Y wo|gichrl, 13 o A%
¢l 19199 api—-2 a9l (Alsace—Lorraine) 20| Lighiol uk

(1) https://mycountryeurope, com/history/european—coal—steel —community/
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© Aito] o]RojE 4= glA| vhE AT S5Ue] AikAl
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32 o] SURAE A7) St were g A A
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chezx) ook Aol B3, 71&e] APES 2AR 2|
of g8z0] 208 Ao Al WgS 7t 2
A7t Rigsio), Bite] glalo] shasln) ok A8
oA ofi Lzte] ZIIE A FXjo] WA ofelg:
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f%e] A9 2de) Pl TEe] Ho] UoX|
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S8t 50| ojzy
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HI A7} Hlebis B3RERL] 9P At B
)7} 7Fe gt Sfatolt, e Agsl] 89 A
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= Aroi} E= Fe20~30%E W2 #olof, §4
He SR §)2)3) 9lov] Hdte] Hd AH4g A
A Mol 100km A= Ao $1x8 gic}, o2
Hgte] @Al A Aozl 3| He 4,59 &
(Fe36~50%) A=o] HFHo| vfg=le] glut, & U
Aol 2¢] E(Fes0%) 4k vigkE]e] e, 2017 £
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c}rh 20104 o] & Lot 20164 3,1069F E-& 7158
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(2) FERFFHRA U, "E REt AR, 20124

(3) ©147] - o]z, "20000dc %719l S AgiHH, 2014
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