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Commissioned by the Ministry of Culture of
China, the Central Academy of Fine Arts (CAFA)
hosted a Soviet expert oil painting training class
from 1955 to 1957. It stood as one of sixteen
Soviet expert training classes established by
the Ministry across institutions in the fields of
music, theatre, film, dance, and fine arts during
that period. This initiative was not only a
concrete measure to fully implement the Sino-
Soviet Treaty of Friendship, Alliance and
Mutual Assistance and to respond to the Party
Central Committee’s call to “launch an upsurge
in learning from the Soviet Union.” It was also
a deliberate choice of the art world to
recognize the advancement of the Soviet
model within a framework of developing the
socialist economy and socialist literature and
art. This talk will explore the political and
artistic prerequisites and administrative
management that initiated the program, its
pedagogical implementation, the fulfillment of
its basic tasks, its historical context, and its
contemporary reassessment.

Cao Qinghui is Professor and Doctoral Supervisor at the School of Humanities of the Central Academy
of Fine Arts (CAFA), Beijing. He currently serves as Director of the Professorial Committee of the School
of Humanities and is a member of the Academic Committee at CAFA. His research and teaching focus
on modern Chinese art history, art education history, and the study of artistic archives and visual
materials. He is also engaged in curatorial research and exhibition planning at the CAFA Art Museum,
with a particular emphasis on collection-based exhibitions. His publications include Chinese Painting
Entering the Academy (2019), A Leaf of Art Education: The Central Academy of Fine Arts and Chinese
Modern Art (2015), and The Road of Chinese Modern Art: An lllustrated Compendium (2012). The
exhibitions he has curated have repeatedly been selected as “Outstanding Exhibition in National Art
Museums” and “Outstanding Collection Exhibition in National Art Museums” by the Ministry of Culture

and Tourism of China.
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