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Germany to fund research into Nazis’ 'degenerate
art’

Government steps in to fill funding gap for project after private partner
withdraws
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The German government says it will fund
research into the Nazis’ campaign against
so-called “degenerate art” at Berlin’s Free
University (Freie Universitét) in 2017 after
a private foundation withdrew funding.
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The “degenerate art” unit at the Free
University investigates the Nazis’ campaign
against art they considered corrupt and
linked with mental illness, Bolshevism,
Jews and threats to the health of “the
[German] race”. The campaign culminated
in Joseph Goebbels’s order for the seizure of
more than 20,000 works from German
museums in 1937, including works by Paul
Klee, Wassily Kandinsky, Ernst Ludwig
Kirchner, Max Beckmann, Pablo Picasso
and Paul Cézanne.

Most were sold for hard currency by four
dealers handpicked by Goebbels’s
propaganda ministry. One of the four was
Hildebrand Gurlitt, whose private
collection leapt to notoriety in 2013 after it
was discovered in the Munich apartment of
his son, Cornelius.

The German culture minister Monika
Griitters says, “The Gurlitt case showed us
how important research into this bitter
chapter of Nazi art policy remains.”

The Berlin research unit, initiated in 2003
by the Ferdinand Méller Foundation, set up
a database to record confiscated works and
their current location. It also publishes
research about the Nazis’ campaign against
Modern art and the infamous “degenerate
art” exhibition staged in Munich in 1937.

The German government stepped in with
emergency funding this year after the
Ferdinand Moéller Foundation withdrew its
support in 2015. Griitters says the
government will continue to finance the
research unit in 2018 on condition that
Berlin regional authorities also contribute.

YOU MIGHT ALSO LIKE

http://theartnewspaper.com/news/germany-to-fund-research-into-nazis...

29.11.2016 13:00



Germany to fund research into Nazis’ 'degenerate art' http://theartnewspaper.com/news/germany-to-fund-research-into-nazis...

Modern-day gjjionaire
Monuments Victor Modern
Men Pinchuk launches
wanted by unveils Ite n-daty
the British  ghortlist for ;\;ﬁizztion
Army $100,000 -
in the
Future
. Tanks
Generation
Art Prize

- |
] Jeff Koons
Three to David Lnveils
see: New Hockney to plans for a
York design .
. memorial
stained-glass
. to the
window for .
i victims of
the Queen in .
. the Paris
Westminster
Abbe terror
y attacks
SERVICES CONTACT ABOUT SOCIAL
Subscribe Contact us Company f Facebook
Subscribe to our newsletter Advertise Sister Papers Y Twitter

X Email

E ESTE
- % e
=ttt LANUATY 3812014

© 2016 THE ART NEWSPAPER | Sitemap | Cookie policy | RSS

3von 3 29.11.2016 13:00



