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This lecture examines why the sweating miracles were regarded particularly important at the 
Chosŏn court. At the Confucian court of Chosŏn, only one type of miracle was continuously 
reported to the king: the perspiration of Buddhist statues. Throughout the Chosŏn era, 
perspiration miracles of Buddhist images were reported to the court even when the court 
persecuted Buddhism. Particularly informative for this research is a series of debates at the 
court surrounding the frequent perspiration of Buddhist statues reported in 1662 during the 
reign of Hyŏnjong (r.1659-74). During the debates, some court officials appealed to the king 

to destroy the statues that showed the miracles, 
while some objected to such iconoclastic action. 
Based on analyses of the court debates, this lecture 
suggests that the statues’ perspiration was generally 
regarded as an ominous sign and that the Chosŏn 
court had to encourage local officials to report such 
miracles so as to collect the data to predict the 
calamities and wars. The lecture further shows that 
monastery bronze bells, the tripitaka woodblocks, 
and stone stele also performed sweating miracles in 
Chosŏn, which were all unanimously thought of as 
inauspicious signs. The Chosŏn court’s nervous 
attitude towards sweating statues left such a deep 
imprint in the psyche of Korean people that similar 
beliefs continued to contemporary times. Even after 
the Korean War (1950-53), some famous Buddhist 
statues, such as the giant stone statue of Maitreya at 
Kwanch’oksa and the iron Buddha at Changgoksa, 
have been believed to perspire as a prophecy of 
national disasters.  
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