Degree Program and Examination Regulations for the Master’s Degree Program M.A.
History and Societies of the Islamic World within the Department of History and
Cultural Studies at Freie Universitat Berlin

Preamble

On the basis of Section 14.1.1.2 of Freie Universitat Berlin’s supplemental rules and
regulations [Teilgrundordnung (Erprobungsmodell)] from October 27, 1998, published in FU-
Mitteilungen 24/1998 (the official bulletin of Freie Universitat Berlin), the Department Council
(Fachbereichsrat) of the Department of History and Cultural Studies at Freie Universitat Berlin
issued the following degree program and examination regulations for the master’s degree
program M.A. History and Societies of the Islamic World within the Department of History and
Cultural Studies on October 23, 2024:
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Section 1 Scope

These regulations define the objectives, content, and structure of the master’s degree program
M.A. History and Societies of the Islamic World within the Department of History and Cultural
Studies at Freie Universitat Berlin. These regulations apply in conjunction with Freie Universitat
Berlin’s framework regulations for degree programs and examinations as they outline the
requirements and processes necessary to complete coursework and assessments toward
completion of a master’s degree program.

Section 2 Learning Objectives

(1) Graduates of the master’s degree program possess in-depth knowledge of the history,
politics, religions, cultures, modes of knowledge production, and normativities of Islamicate
societies. They are able to analyze aspects of the history and societies of the Islamic world in
specific contexts in a methodologically sound manner that is grounded in theory. Graduates
have an overview of current research debates on specific issues within the field. They are able
to confidently apply academic methods and independently conduct research. Graduates have
acquired knowledge on research approaches, methods, and current topics and discourses in
related subject areas in the inter- and transdisciplinary modules. This allows them to develop
their skills for addressing questions from different theoretical perspectives using different
methods. Students are familiar with the principles and basic tenets of academic and scholarly
work as well as good research practice and can apply them from the start of their academic
and scholarly activities. They are familiar with the fundamentals of gender studies.

(2) Graduates are able to engage in a reasoned manner with cultural plurality in different
professional contexts. They are able to present topics and research questions orally and in
writing and to present them to the public in suitable ways. They demonstrate teamwork and
time management skills by participating in supervised group projects and adhering to clearly
communicated deadlines. They learn to apply research approaches and methods to different
issues within the field and acquire critical abilities in contextualizing research outcomes as well
as analyzing relevant day-to-day political issues.

(3) The master’s degree program prepares graduates for work in a number of professional
fields, especially those related to Islam or institutions and organizations that work with Muslim
communities. This includes, in particular, international organizations, non-governmental
organizations, media, museums and special libraries, publishing, adult education and continued
education, administration, political consulting, work with migrants, and tourism. They are also
qualified to pursue doctoral studies.

Section 3 Curriculum Contents

(1) The program equips students with a thorough grounding in the history, politics, religions,
cultures, modes of knowledge production, and normativities of Islamicate societies from the
beginnings of Islam up to the present day. It primarily focuses on the regions of West Asia,
North Africa, and Europe, with special attention to global perspectives and entanglements. It
provides an overview of the current state of research and key debates on topics related to the
history and societies of the Islamic world, while imparting a range of research methods and
study techniques. The interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary modules offer students the
opportunity to specialize and deepen their knowledge of their professional focus. Students in
the master’s degree program also gain knowledge of and experience with the principles and
techniques of academic work as well as good research practice. During their studies, they are
introduced to and gain experience in academic work.

(2) In addition, the program delves into gender dimensions, various aspects and constructions
of difference and alterity; postcolonial perspectives; critical race studies; knowledge production
and power; the interaction of law, religion, and politics; worldviews and systems of meaning-
making; linguistic and social constructions of reality; power asymmetries and dependencies;



key concepts and their range of application; religion and secularity; heritagization; popular and
consumer culture; urban studies; and insider and outsider perspectives among Muslims and
non-Muslims.

Section 4 General Academic Advising and Departmental Advising

(1) The Center for Academic Advising and Psychological Counseling at Freie Universitat Berlin
provides general academic advising for students.

(2) Instructors who teach courses offered in the master’s degree program provide departmental
advising during their office hours. A student aid is also available to give additional advising
support. Students are also advised to discuss their individual curriculum plan with the program
coordinator.

(3) It is highly recommended that students who have yet to complete at least one third of the
required credit points upon reaching the mid-way point of the standard time to degree for this
degree program arrange an appointment for departmental advising to ensure that they are
adequately supported in successfully continuing their studies.

Section 5 Examination Board

The examination board is appointed by the Department Council of the Department of History
and Cultural Studies, Freie Universitat Berlin. The board is responsible for organizing
examinations and the other tasks stipulated by the framework regulations for degree programs
and examinations (RSPO).

Section 6 Standard Time to Degree

The standard time to degree is four semesters.

Section 7 Structure and Components; Distribution of Credit Points

(1) The master's degree program consists of core modules totaling 70 credit points,
interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary modules totaling 25 credit points, and a master’s thesis
totaling 25 credit points, which includes a presentation of the research outcomes.

(2) The core modules are further divided as follows into required modules totaling 40 credit
points and required elective modules totaling 30 credit points:

1. Required modules: The following modules must be completed:
- Module: Islamic History | (10 credit points)
- Module: Islamic History Il (10 credit points)
- Module: Culture, Knowledge, and Religion in Muslim Societies (10 credit points)
- Module: Theory and Methodology: What Is Islam? (5 credit points)
- Module: Research Design (5 credit points)

2. Required elective modules: Students must select and complete the following modules
as indicated:
- Either: Research Colloquium — West Asia and North Africa (10 credit points) — or —
Research Colloquium — Islam in Europe (10 credit points)
- Either: Politics and Society in West Asia and North Africa (10 credit points) — or —
Politics and Society — Islam in Europe (10 credit points)
- Either: Normative Orders and Muslim Societies (10 credit points) — or —
Normative Orders and Religious Plurality in Europe (10 credit points)



(3) The elective modules in the interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary area amounting to 25
credit points will not be taken into account when determining the overall grade even if the
modules selected are graded.

(3) Students must select and complete the following for a total of 25 credit points:

1. Either: language modules in a second language that is relevant to the field. The following
language modules can be selected (depending on entry requirements concerning the
necessary language level):
- Module: Turkish Reading — Focus on Literature (5 credit points)
- Module: Turkish Reading — Focus on History, Culture, and Society (5 credit
points)
- Language module: Turkish, Hebrew, or Persian, or equivalent language
modules in another modern foreign language

and/or
2. Module: Internship — External Professional Internship (5 credit points)
and/or

3. Interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary modules from other master’'s degree programs
within the Department of History and Cultural Studies. Modules from the following master’s
degree programs are recommended: Arabic studies, Jewish studies, Turcology, Semitic
studies, Japanese studies, Chinese studies, interdisciplinary history, global history,
religious studies, and other disciplines, provided that these departments allow admission
to said modules. The Institute of Islamic Studies ensures that the required minimum
number of places on modules that are particularly suitable for students enrolled in the
master's degree program are available and that modules that may be selected will be
made known to students in good time and in a suitable format before the registration period
begins. Appropriate reference will also be made to the corresponding degree program and
examination regulations. It is recommended that students seek out academic advising from
their department before selecting the modules they wish to study.

(5) The module descriptions in Appendix 1 provide information on the prerequisites, the
contents and learning objectives, the modes of instruction, the workload, the different types of
active participation, the various assessments that students must take during the program,
information on participation requirements in the different modes of instruction, the standard
duration, and how often courses are offered. For elective modules in the interdisciplinary and
transdisciplinary area that do not fall under the remit of these regulations, please refer to the
respective degree program and examination regulations.

(6) Appendix 2 is an example plan for completing the modules of the master’s degree program
in the recommended order.

Section 8 Modes of Instruction

(1) The courses offered through the master’s degree program include the following modes of
instruction:

1. Introductory courses introduce students to the field using illustrative examples and
information related to fundamental research questions, contexts, methods, and theories.
They serve the purpose of imparting the basic knowledge required to pursue academic work
in this field. The main modes of instruction and learning are discussions conducted with the
aid of assignments that have been completed through self-study and group work. Students
are able to actively contribute to the form courses take.

2. Basic courses are introductory in nature. The main mode of instruction is an in-person
presentation prepared by the respective instructor, followed by talks and discussions on
fundamental topics, problems, or questions.



3. Seminars convey knowledge on a clearly defined subject area and teach students the
skills of independently researching a topic, presenting the results, and discussing the
subject using critical thinking. The main modes of instruction and learning are discussions
conducted with the aid of learning materials, specialist literature and sources, and group
work.

4. Practice sessions in tandem with readings instill practical knowledge and skills in
students, who can then independently work on a task within a specific subject area. The
main modes of instruction and learning are based on practicing work methods, practical
knowledge, and language skills. The instructor leads students in the various activities and
evaluates them.

5. Reading courses promote students’ ability to critically engage with complex texts,
primary sources, primary texts, and specialist literature and to acquire passive language
skills. Students are required to actively participate in conversation during classes.
Depending on students’ preexisting language skills and learning objectives, they will be
expected to engage with different text types and participate in independent and
collaborative language-related work. This will be carried out both in person and online with
support from an instructor.

6. Methodology practice sessions enable students to build on their oral language skills so
that they can confidently conduct conversations in a foreign language while also factoring
in typical social norms and customs. Students are required to exhibit preexisting language
skills in the respective foreign language. The main mode of instruction is practicing
conversations about different everyday and professional topics in a foreign language.

7. Colloquia facilitate the academic exchange of ideas and the presentation of one’s own
up-to-date research results (for example, from papers that the student has written) in an
open format. They may also take the form of a presentation with a round of questions and
answers, for example, on the material used in practice sessions or on literature that has
been previously covered.

8. An external internship is a set period of time during which practical activities in an
organization, institution, or as part of a workflow lead to a deepening of already existing
knowledge or the acquisition of new knowledge and skills and the ability to apply them in
practice.

(2) The modes of instruction as outlined in Section 8.1 above can be implemented through
blended learning formats. Blended learning combines on-site education with digital, internet-
based media (e-learning). In this context, certain educational activities can be offered through
Freie Universitat Berlin’s central e-learning applications. Students can work on these activities
individually or in groups. They can complete them on their own or with the guidance of an
instructor. Blended learning can be used both as part of the active learning phase (discussing
educational materials, sharing solutions to assignments, vigorous communication between
instructors and students), and for follow-up activities (evaluating students’ progress, applying
and transferring knowledge).

Section 9 Master’s Thesis

(1) The master’s thesis is intended to demonstrate that a student has the ability to work
independently on a research topic from the field of history and societies of the Islamic world at
an advanced academic level. They should be able to present their findings in a form that is
appropriate to the topic and situate them within an academic context, as well as document their
findings.

(2) Students will be admitted to work on a master’s thesis by submitting a request, provided that
1. They were most recently enrolled in a master’s degree program at Freie Universitat Berlin.
2. They have successfully completed modules totaling at least 60 credit points in the course
of the master’s degree program.



(3) The admission request for the master's thesis must be accompanied by proper
documentation of the prerequisites listed under Section 9.2 above, as well as confirmation from
an instructor who is authorized to administer exams that they are willing and able to act as
supervisor for the master’s thesis. The function of supervision is to guide students toward an
understanding of and compliance with the rules of good research practice in the context of the
specific requirements of the given field or subject area. The relevant examination board is
responsible for approving requests. If the request does not include confirmation from a
supervisor as described above, the examination board will appoint the student a supervisor.
Students have the opportunity to propose topics for their thesis; however, there is no guarantee
that their proposed topics will be approved.

(4) The examination board assigns the topic of the master’s thesis in coordination with the thesis
supervisor. The topic and assignment must be designed in such a way as to ensure the work
can be completed by the deadline. The assignment and compliance with the submission
deadline must be documented and kept on file.

(5) Students have twenty weeks to complete and submit the master’s thesis.

(6) The master’s thesis should be between 15,000 and 18,000 words in length and be written
in either English or German.

(7) The work period for the master’s thesis begins with the date that the topic is assigned by
the examination board. The topic can be declined once within two weeks of being assigned, in
which case it will be deemed not issued. When the student submits their master’s thesis they
must include a written statement confirming that they alone are responsible for the content of
the master’s thesis and that they only used the sources or references listed in the thesis.

(8) The master’s thesis is to be assessed within six weeks by two authorized examiners
appointed by the examination board, one of whom must be the supervisor of the thesis. The
grade for the written examination is calculated as the arithmetical mean of the grades awarded
by the two examiners.

(9) The findings of the master’s thesis will be presented and discussed orally in a thesis defense
lasting approximately 40 minutes. The student will be informed of the date and time for the
defense in a suitable format once it has been set by the examination board immediately after
the written master’s thesis has been submitted. The oral part of the master’s thesis will be
assessed by two authorized examiners, who should be the same examiners who graded the
written master’s thesis. The grade for the oral defense is calculated as the arithmetical mean of
the grades awarded by the two examiners.

(10) The grade awarded for the written master’s thesis amounts to five-sixths of the cumulative
grade for the master’s thesis, with the grade for the oral defense contributing the other one-
sixth. The master’s thesis is considered passed if the overall grade awarded is “sufficient” (4.0)
or higher.

(11) A student’s work on a master’s thesis elsewhere can be recognized/transferred to Freie
Universitat Berlin. The recognition request should be submitted to the examination board. In
order for the master’s thesis to be recognized, the examination conditions and the assignment
of the submitted work must not differ substantially in terms of quality, level, learning outcomes,
scope, and profile when compared to the examination conditions and the assignment of a
master’s thesis completed in this master’s program, which characterize the type of professional
qualification this master’s degree program in particular provides.

Section 10 Retaking Exams and Assessments

(1) If a student does not pass their master’s thesis, they can attempt the assessment a second
time. For all other exams and assessments in the program, they can retake them three times.

(2) Exams and assessments that receive a grade of “sufficient” (4.0) or better cannot be
retaken.



Section 11 Study Abroad

(1) Students are encouraged to study abroad. While studying abroad, students should complete
coursework that is transferable to the modules that constitute the master’'s degree program at
Freie Universitat Berlin.

(2) A learning agreement is required in order to study abroad. This is drafted and approved by
the student, the chair of the examination board for the degree program, and the responsible
office at the host institution abroad. The agreement covers the duration of the study abroad
period, the coursework to be completed while studying abroad, which must equate to the
courses of the master’s degree program in terms of credit points, and the credit points to be
allocated to the completed coursework. Coursework completed in accordance with this
agreement will be recognized.

(3) The Institute of Islamic Studies supports students in planning and preparing for study abroad
at a partner university. The third semester in the program lends itself well to study abroad, and
students are encouraged to study abroad then.

Section 12 Degree Completion

(1) In order to graduate, students must complete the coursework and assessments outlined in
Sections 7 and 9.

(2) A student is not eligible for graduation if they have definitively failed some coursework or
assessment or are involved in a pending examination procedure at another university in the
same course of study or in a module that is identical or comparable to one of the modules to
be completed in the master’'s degree program here and that will be taken into account when
determining their overall grade.

(3) The application request for the award of a degree must be accompanied by documentation
showing the student has completed the requirements mentioned in Section 12.1 as well as a
guarantee that the applicant is not subject to any of the eligibility restrictions mentioned in
Section 12.2. The relevant examination board is responsible for approving the application.

(4) Upon successful completion of the assessment, the student will receive a Master of Arts
(M.A.) university degree. Students receive a certificate of academic record and degree
certificate (Appendices 3 and 4), in addition to a diploma supplement (English and German
versions). A degree certificate supplement with details of the individual modules and their
components (transcript) is also prepared. Additional English versions of the certificate of
academic record and degree certificate may be issued upon request.

Section 13 Entry into Force

(1) These regulations enter into force on the day following their publication in FU-Mitteilungen
(the official bulletin of Freie Universitat Berlin).

(2) The degree program and examination regulations for the master’s degree program M.A.
Islamic Studies from March 5, 2020 (FU-Mitteilungen No. 19/2020, p. 400), amended on July
7, 2021 (FU-Mitteilungen Nr. 17/2021, p. 254) therefore lapse when the new regulations come
into force.

(3) This regulation applies to students who are enrolled in this master’s degree program at Freie
Universitat Berlin after its entry into force. Students who have been enrolled in the master’s
degree program M.A. Islamic Studies at Freie Universitat Berlin before the regulations entered
into force shall study and complete coursework on the basis of the degree program and
examination regulations stated in Section 13.2 above.



(4) Students are entitled to complete their degree on the basis of the degree program and
examination regulations pursuant to Section 12.2 up until the end of the 2027 summer
semester.



Appendix 1: Module Descriptions

Explanatory notes:

These module descriptions address the following aspects for each module in the master's degree
program, unless otherwise noted that another set of regulations applies:

e The name of the module

e The person responsible for the module (module coordinator)

e The prerequisites needed in order to take a particular module

e The module’s content and learning objectives

e Modes of instruction used in the module

e The amount of work required by students to successfully complete a module
e Types of active participation

e Types of assessments

e Whether or not regular attendance is required

e Credits awarded for the module

e Standard duration of the module

e Frequency

e Applicability

The information provided on student workload takes the following factors into account:
e Active participation during class sessions

e Time needed to complete small assignments during class sessions

e Students’ preparations before class and follow-up work

e Preparation time required specifically for assessments

e The time needed for the assessment/examination itself

The amount of time indicated for independent study (including preparing for class, follow-up work,
preparing for an exam) are only approximations meant to help students organize their time when
planning their workload for modules. The information on the workload corresponds to the number of
credit points assigned to the respective module, which serves as a unit of measurement for the amount
of work required to successfully complete the module. One credit point equals 30 hours.

If regular attendance is required for the specific type of instruction, then regular attendance, along with
active participation in the instruction and successful completion of assessments, is necessary in order
to receive credit points for the specific module. Regular attendance means that a student has attended
at least 85% of the instruction in the module. If regular attendance is not required in a module, students
are still strongly encouraged to attend classes regularly. Instructors teaching courses in which regular
attendance is merely encouraged cannot decide that attendance should be required. For modules that
include alternative forms of active participation, the type of participation, which must correspond to the
workload allotted for active participation in the respective semester, must be determined by the
responsible instructor during the first class period at the latest.

To complete each module, the student must complete the module assessment for that module if the
module has one. In order to complete a graded module, only one assessment (module assessment)
must be completed. The module assessment is based on the module’s learning objectives and serves
as a way to test whether the objectives have been achieved. The scope of the assessment covers the
components necessary to this end. For modules that include alternative assessment forms, the type of
assessment for the respective semester must be determined by the responsible instructor during the
first class period at the latest.

Active and (if applicable) regular participation in the instruction and successful completion of
assessments are necessary in order to receive credit points for the specific module. If a module does
not involve a module assessment, then active and regular participation in the instruction is necessary in
order to receive credit points for the specific module.



Module: Islamic History | |

University/department/teaching unit: Freie Universitat Berlin/Department of History and Cultural Studies/Islamic
Studies

Module coordinator: Module instructor

Prerequisites: None

Learning objectives: Students possess advanced skills in carrying out academic work and are able to read and analyze
source materials in Arabic from the field of Islamic history. They have gained preliminary insights into the unique features
of premodern Arabic syntax and lexis and have basic knowledge of suitable resources that can be used to work with
historical sources from this era. In addition, they can assess the significance of different types of sources for gaining
academic knowledge in the area of Islamic history; this can include working with manuscripts and/or publications. Students
are also able to research secondary literature in the context of preparing oral and written presentations on academic topics
and evaluate the results thereof.

Content: This module equips students with a thorough grounding in the history of Islamicate societies. Focusing on the
premodern period up until the end of the eighteenth century, students engage with a range of topics and selected examples
from different epochs and regions and examine key research questions. The subject matter tackled within this module
includes aspects of political, cultural, and social history, as well as the formation, development, and function of traditions
and institutions. Special attention may be paid to the relationships between Muslims and non-Muslims as well as gender
dimensions. Students deepen their knowledge through the study and discussion of primary and secondary sources.

Contact hours
Modes of instruction (ho(ljjll;srirr:grtr\]/\;eek Types of active participation Workload (in hours)
semester)
Participation in seminar discussions, | Class attendance
analyses of source materials and (introductory course)
Introductory course 2 research literature, written and/or Preparation and follow-up 30
oral assignments carried out (introductory course) 75
individually or as part of a group
. . Class attendance (practice | 30
Group reading assignments on )
. A session) 75
secondary literature or primary .
. . . Preparation and follow-up
. . sources in Arabic, preparation and . .
Practice session 2 . . (practice session)
presentation of source materials, 90
discussion of independent research .
results Assessment preparation
and assessment
Module assessment Term paper (approx. 3000 words)
Language English (and Arabic, where applicable)
Regular attendance required Yes
Total workload 300 hours | 10 credit points
Duration One semester
Frequency Once per academic year (winter semester)
Applicability Master’'s degree program M.A. History and Societies of the Islamic World

Module: Islamic History |I |

University/department/teaching unit: Freie Universitat Berlin/Department of History and Cultural Studies/Islamic
Studies

Module coordinator: Module instructor

Prerequisites: None

Learning objectives: Students possess advanced skills in carrying out academic work and are able to read and analyze
source materials in Arabic from the fields of contemporary and modern Islamic history. They have basic knowledge of
suitable resources that can be used to work with historical sources from this era. In addition, they can assess the significance
of different types of sources for gaining academic knowledge in the area of the history of Islamicate societies; this can
include working with manuscripts, journals, and/or publications. Students are also able to research secondary literature in
the context of preparing oral and written presentations on academic topics and evaluate the results thereof.

Content: The module imparts in-depth knowledge of the history of Islamicate societies with a focus on the end of the
eighteenth century onwards. This period is characterized by the increasing political, economic, and cultural influence of the
West and the emergence of Islamic reform movements in various parts of the Islamic world. Using selected examples,
students practice dealing with research questions from the field of modern Islamic history in this phase of profound upheaval.
This includes aspects of political, cultural, and social history, for example, relationships with non-Muslim actors and gender
dimensions. Students deepen their knowledge through the study and discussion of primary and secondary sources.

Contact hours
(hours per week
during the
semester)

Modes of instruction Types of active participation Workload (in hours)




Seminar discussions, analyses of Class attendance
source materials and research (introductory course)
Introductory course 2 literature, written and/or oral Preparation and follow-up 30
assignments carried out individually | (introductory course) 75
or as part of a group
. . Attendance (reading 30
Group reading assignments on
secondary literature or prima course) 75
Y . primary Preparation and follow-up
. sources in Arabic, preparation and !
Reading course 2 - . (reading course)
presentation of source materials, 90
discussion of independent research .
Assessment preparation
results
and assessment

Module assessment Oral examination (approx. 15 minutes)

Language English (and Arabic, where applicable)

Regular attendance required Yes

Total workload 300 hours | 10 credit points

Duration One semester
Frequency Once per academic year (summer semester)
Applicability Master’'s degree program M.A. History and Societies of the Islamic World

Module: Culture, Knowledge, and Religion in Muslim Societies

University/department/teaching unit: Freie Universitat Berlin/Department of History and Cultural Studies/Islamic
Studies

Module coordinator: Module instructor

Prerequisites: None

Learning objectives: Students are aware of the political and social relevance of cultural, intellectual, and religious histories
that have been shaped, wholly or in part, by Islamic influence. They are able to describe and explain different cultural,
religious, and academic discourses and situate them within their social contexts. Within the framework of critical cultural
theory, the sociology of knowledge, and/or non-confessional religious studies, students understand Islam or other cultural,
intellectual, and religious traditions in Muslim societies as resources that can be deployed in highly variable ways. In their
scholarly work, students read and interpret sources in their original languages while engaging with secondary academic
literature and, where applicable, data they have collected themselves. They are able to formulate nuanced research
questions and address them analytically in both oral and written form.

Content: Students learn about the cultural, intellectual, and/or religious history of Muslim societies. Drawing on selected
examples from different epochs and geographical areas, students practice working with research questions from general
cultural studies, the sociology of knowledge, and/or religious studies. They deepen their knowledge of these fields through
the study of primary sources.

Contact hours
Modes of instruction (ho;;sriri)grtr\:;eek Types of active participation Workload (in hours)
semester)
Participation in seminar Attendance (seminar)
discussions, analyses of source Preparation and follow-up 30
Seminar 2 materials, research literature, and (seminar) 75
written and/or oral assignments,
individual or as a group Attendance (reading 30
Group reading assignments on course) 75
secondary literature or primary Preparation and follow-up
Reading course 2 sources in Arabic, preparation and | (reading course)
presentation of source materials, 90
discussion of independent Assessment preparation
research results and assessment

Module assessment Term paper (approx. 3000 words)

Language English (and Arabic, where applicable)

Regular attendance required Yes

Total workload 300 hours | 10 credit points

Duration One semester
Frequency Every summer semester
Applicability Master’'s degree program M.A. History and Societies of the Islamic

World

Module: Theory and Methodology: What Is Islam? |

University/department/teaching unit: Freie Universitat Berlin/Department of History and Cultural Studies/Islamic
Studies

Module coordinator: Module instructor

Prerequisites: None




Learning objectives: Students are able to comprehend theoretical texts and place them in a critical context, evaluate
current academic debates concerning “Islam” as a research subject, and develop appropriate methodological approaches
for their own research projects. They are also capable of examining the factors that shape their view of the research subject
and begin to articulate their own stance as scholars in the field.

Content: The module provides students with in-depth knowledge of the methods, research approaches, and theoretical
debates in Islamic studies and related disciplines. In particular, this includes a critical examination of presuppositions of
“Islam” as a constituent subject of the discipline. This includes presuppositions that may be epistemological or normative
and/or derive from the politics of science. Informed by postcolonial critique of Eurocentric concepts, the module also includes
a reflexive approach to concepts central to the definition and interpretation of Islam, for example, religion and secularity,
the concepts of public and private space, and ethics and morality.

Contact hours
Modes of instruction (ho(ljjll;srirr:grtr\]/\;eek Types of active participation Workload (in hours)
semester)
Participation in seminar Attendance (seminar) 30
discussions, analyses of source | Preparation and follow-up 60
Semi materials, research literature, (seminar)
eminar 2 .
and written and/or oral
assignments — as an individual Assessment preparation 60
or in small groups. and assessment
Module assessment Written examination (90 minutes)
Language English
Regular attendance required Yes
Total workload 150 hours | 5 credit points
Duration One semester
Frequency Every winter semester
Applicability \I>/Ivec1;|t§r‘s degree program M.A. History and Societies of the Islamic

Module: Research Design |

University/department/teaching unit: Freie Universitat Berlin/Department of History and Cultural Studies/Islamic Studies

Module coordinator: Module instructor

Prerequisites: None

Learning objectives: Students learn how to plan, carry out, and present research projects independently and
comprehensibly. They gain the ability to justify and reflect upon their selection of research topics, research approaches,
methods, and, if applicable, their concrete work with source material. They learn to do this while engaging with the relevant
academic debates and taking into account current approaches to research. Students can present the benefits of their
theoretical and methodological approaches in a convincing way by contrasting them with other relevant approaches and
explaining the advantages in relation to their own project.

Content: While writing their master’s thesis, students take part in a colloquium where they present the topic and
conceptual framework of their thesis and discuss any open questions. Students present their own topics in the colloquium
under the instructor’s guidance. They discuss relevant theoretical and methodological approaches and present the initial
results of their work.

Contact hours
Modes of instruction (hocljjlzsrirr:grtt\:\; eek Types of active participation molzlngs‘j)
semester)
Reading assignments, participating in Attendance (colloquium) 30
Colloquium 2 discussions, presenting a topic and Preparation and follow-up 120
research question (colloquium)
Module assessment None
Language English (and another foreign language, where applicable)
| Regular attendance required Yes
Total workload 150 S credit
points
Duration One semester
Frequency Summer semester and winter semester
Applicability Master’'s degree program M.A. History and Societies of the Islamic World

Module: Research Colloquium — West Asia and North Africa

University/department/teaching unit: Freie Universitat Berlin/Department of History and Cultural Studies/Islamic
Studies

Module coordinator: Module instructor

Prerequisites: None




Learning objectives: Students obtain a comprehensive overview of the history, current topics, research perspectives, and
scholarly debates of the field of Islamic studies, with a focus on North Africa and West Asia. They are also able to situate
the specific German history of the field within an international context. They possess advanced knowledge of academic
working techniques and theoretical principles. Additionally, they are able to critically discuss a variety of research
approaches, articulate a well-reasoned, reflective position on contemporary Islamic studies, and demonstrate competence
in solving practical and methodological research problems.

Content: In this research colloquium, students become familiar with the development of Islamic studies as a field, as well
as current research trends, with a particular focus on North Africa and West Asia. Building on this overview, they critically
engage with current issues, methodological approaches, and key research questions in Islamic studies by analyzing
selected publications and presenting their own ongoing research projects. The colloquium also serves as a forum for
discussing academic working techniques, diagnosing methodological and practical challenges, and exploring possible
solutions to those challenges.

Contact hours Tvoes of active
Modes of instruction (hours per week ypes ot ac Workload (in hours)
. participation
during the semester)
Class attendance (introductory
course)
Introductory course 2 Preparation and follow-up ig
Presentation and critical (introductory course)
discussion, written reflection, . 30
I . Attendance (colloquium)
critical engagement with . 45
Preparation and follow-up
. research approaches .
Colloquium 2 (colloquium)
. . 150
Reading response assignment
and seminar discussion
Module assessment None
Module language English
Regular attendance required Yes
Total workload 300 hours | 10 credit points
Duration Two semesters
Frequency Start of every winter semester
Applicability Oﬂvifltgrs degree program M.A. History and Societies of the Islamic

Module: Research Colloquium — Islam in Europe

University/department/teaching unit: Freie Universitat Berlin/Department of History and Cultural Studies/Islamic
Studies

Module coordinator: Module instructor

Prerequisites: None

Learning objectives: Students obtain an overview of current topics, research perspectives, and scholarly debates in the
field of Islamic studies in Europe, together with in-depth knowledge of academic working techniques and theoretical
principles. They can critically discuss diverse research approaches and have the skills required to solve practical and
methodological research problems.

Content: In the research colloquium, students discuss topics, methods, and research questions within the field of Islamic
studies in Europe, drawing on selected publications and presentations of ongoing research approaches by invited guests.
Special attention is given to the subfields, methods, and research objectives relating to European Islam. Different
disciplinary approaches and perspectives on the research field will be presented on the basis of selected issues, for
example, religiosity and social identity, gender, religious liberalism, secularism, racism, or the politics of religious
governance. Students are invited to reflect on the socio-political conditions and scope of current research on Islam in
Europe. Additionally, they discuss academic approaches as well as the methodological and practical problems of research
and possible solutions to those problems.

Contact hours Tvoes of active
Modes of instruction (hours per week ypes ot ac Workload (in hours)

. participation
during the semester)

Class attendance (basic
Basic course 2 course)
Preparation and follow-up 30
Presentation and critical (basic course) 45
d'SCUS.S'on' \{vrltten Attendance (colloquium) 30
reflection, critical .
. Preparation and follow-up 45
) engagement with research loqui
Colloquium 2 approaches (colloquium)
Reading response 150
assignment and seminar
discussion




Module assessment None

Language English (and Arabic, where applicable)

Regular attendance required Yes

Total workload 300 hours 10. credit
points

Duration Two semesters

Frequency Start of every winter semester

Applicability \l\//lviiltgrs degree program M.A. History and Societies of the Islamic

Module: Politics and Society in West Asia and North Africa

University/department/teaching unit: Freie Universitat Berlin/Department of History and Cultural Studies/Islamic
Studies

Module coordinator: Module instructor

Prerequisites: None

Learning objectives: Students are able to analyze the interactions among society, religion, politics, economics, and law
in North African and West Asian societies. They can read and analyze Arabic sources that address social and/or political
questions. In addition, they possess advanced skills in critically situating and contextualizing secondary literature on current
research topics, as well as basic skills in independently researching and using Arabic primary and secondary sources. This
may also encompass the critical, academic use of modern media.

Content: The module imparts in-depth knowledge of social and political structures and developments in North African and
West Asian societies. This may also include the analysis of power and gender relations.

Contact hours (hours T f acti
Modes of instruction per week during the ypes ot active Workload (in hours)
participation
semester)
Participation in seminar Attendance (seminar)
discussions, analyses of Preparation and follow-up 30

Seminar 2 source materials, research (seminar) 60
literature, and written and/or
oral assignments, individual Class attendance (practice 30
or as a group session) 60
Group reading assignments, | Preparation and follow-up
analyses of primary sources | (practice session)

Practice session 2 in Arabic, presentation, 120
discussion of independent Assessment preparation and
research results assessment

Module assessment Term paper (approx. 4500 words)

Language English (and Arabic, where applicable)

Regular attendance required Yes

Total workload 300 hours | 10 credit points

Duration One semester

Frequency Every winter semester

Applicability \I>/Ivec1;|t§r‘s degree program M.A. History and Societies of the Islamic

Module: Politics and Society — Islam in Europe

University/department/teaching unit: Freie Universitat Berlin/Department of History and Cultural Studies/Islamic
Studies

Module coordinator: Module instructor

Prerequisites: None

Learning objectives: Students are able to understand and analyze the interactions between religion, politics, and the
economy in European societies. They have the ability to relate expressions of Muslim religiosity in Europe both to social
identity and the political frameworks of European societies. They understand the political conditions and practices related
to religion in Europe and are familiar with relevant Islamic institutions and movements in Europe. In this way, they learn to
understand and analyze religion, ethnicity, class, and gender within their complex social contexts. Students also learn
approaches to qualitative research in the social sciences.

Content: The module provides students with in-depth knowledge of social, religious, and political structures and
developments in European societies and examines the interactions between politics and religion. Students explore the
political, social, cultural, and economic preconditions of religious plurality in Europe by examining relevant areas, including
religious practice, gender, family, upbringing, and education. Particular emphasis is placed on the political dimensions of
debates and public controversies relevant for the emergence of contemporary forms of religion in Europe and the ways
they are embedded in historical arrangements of state, religion, and nation. Students become acquainted with the contexts
and conditions that shape the orientations, strategies, and forms of Islamic practice in contemporary Europe.

Contact hours (hours
Modes of instruction per week during the
semester)

Types of active

participation Workload (in hours)




Participation in seminar .
; . Attendance (seminar)
discussions, analyses of .
terial h Preparation and follow-up
Seminar 5 source materials, researc (seminar) 30
literature, and written and/or 60
oral assignments, individual
or as a group Atteqdance (methodology 30
- - - session)
Project work with supervised . 60
) . Preparation and follow-up
field research in current .
) . (methodology session)
. fields of practice.
Methodology session 2 Presentation and discussion 120
of independent research Assessment preparation and
resultsp assessment

Module assessment Term paper (approx. 4500 words)

Language English

Regular attendance required Yes

Total workload 300 hours | 10 credit points
Duration One semester

Frequency Every winter semester

Master’s degree program M.A. History and Societies of the Islamic

Applicability World

Module: Normative Orders in Muslim Societies

University/department/teaching unit: Freie Universitat Berlin/Department of History and Cultural Studies/Islamic
Studies

Module coordinator: Module instructor

Prerequisites: None

Learning objectives: Students are able to understand and analyze the interactions between religion, politics, and the
economy in societies shaped by Islam. They have a clear picture of the particular scope of Islamic jurisprudence and are
aware of its potential for flexibility. They can grasp the significance of classical legal and/or ethical categories for
contemporary discourses, as well as the debates surrounding them, and are able to examine selected societal issues.
They can also read and analyze Arabic sources that address normative questions. In addition, they possess advanced
skills in researching and critically contextualizing relevant secondary literature. Students also have an awareness of the
linguistic and cultural requirements involved in working with legal and/or ethical terminology in Arabic.

Content: The module imparts in-depth knowledge on topics such as the expressions of Islamic jurisprudence and its
methodology, as well as the normative discussion of changes to and contemporary developments in Islamic normativity
and ethics. A particular focus is placed on the analysis of power and gender relations, bodily practices, the challenges of
modern everyday life, particularly controversial social issues, and the effects of economization.

Contact hours (hours

Modes of instruction per week during the Types of active participation Workload (in hours)

semester)

Seminar discussions, analyses | Attendance (seminar)
of source materials and Preparation and follow-up 30

Seminar specialist literature, written (seminar) 70
and/or oral assignments,
individually or in small groups Class attendance (practice 30
Group reading assignments on | session) %0
secondary literature or primary | Preparation and follow-up

= . . sources in Arabic, preparation (practice session)

ractice session .

and presentation of source 80
materials, discussion of initial Assessment preparation
independent research results and assessment

Module assessment

Written examination (90 minutes)

Language

English (and Arabic, where applicable)

Regular attendance required

Yes

Total workload

300 hours

| 10 credit points

World

Duration One semester
Frequency Every winter semester
Applicability Master’'s degree program M.A. History and Societies of the Islamic

Module: Normative Orders and Religious Plurality in Europe

University/department/teaching unit: Freie Universitat Berlin/Department of History and Cultural Studies/Islamic Studies

Module coordinator: Module instructor

Prerequisites: None




Learning objectives: Students are able to understand and critically reflect on normative theories for shaping religious and
cultural plurality in contemporary European legal orders and spaces. They acquire foundational knowledge that enables them
to grasp relevant theoretical political and legal discussions on religiously pluralist questions and to situate these issues within
current religious, social, and political practice. They also learn to adopt a critical stance toward the political orders in which
such questions are negotiated.

Content: In this module, students critically examine normative concepts and theories on the past and present formation of
religious and cultural plurality in Europe. This encompasses concepts of secularism and liberalism, approaches to
multiculturalism, concepts of tolerance, and theories of recognition and democracy. In addition, students discuss concepts
and approaches that have often been developed through the critical examination of these concepts and that are of direct
relevance to the research field of Islam in Europe, for example, racism studies, critiques of Orientalism or Islamophobia, and
postcolonial theories.

Contact hours (hours Tvoes of active
Modes of instruction per week during the ypes ot ac Workload (in hours)
participation
semester)
Attendance (seminar)
Preparation and follow-up 30
Seminar 2 Seminar discussions, analyses| (seminar) 70
of source materials and
specialist literature, written Class attendance (practice 30
and/or oral assignments, session)
N ; . 90
individually or in small groups, | Preparation and follow-up
Practice session 2 preparation of questions for (practice session)
guest lecturers
. 80
Assessment preparation and
assessment
Module assessment Written examination (90 minutes)
Language English
Regular attendance required Yes
Total workload 300 hours | 10 credit points
Duration One semester
Frequency Every summer semester
Applicability Oﬂvifltgrs degree program M.A. History and Societies of the Islamic

Module: Turkish Reading — Focus on Literature |

University/department/teaching unit: Freie Universitat Berlin/Language Center

Module coordinator: Module instructor

Prerequisites: Proof of language proficiency in Turkish to the B1.1 (oral) and B2.1 (written) levels of the Common European
Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR)

Learning objectives: Students have a solid grasp of modern Turkish equivalent to B1.2 (oral) and B2.1 (written) CEFR.
Receptive skills: They can identify the plot and the essential content of Turkish-language literary texts that deal with topics
from their own discipline or area of interest — especially with a focus on gender and diversity. Under guidance, they can
pinpoint key attitudes or viewpoints that run through the texts and recognize certain linguistic specificities (particularly
regarding the texts’ poetic or literary qualities). They can grasp the main ideas from relevant texts in (Turkish or English)
literary studies, allowing them to verify their understanding of the literary works by using contextual clues. They are able to
infer the meaning of unknown words from context, thereby expanding their vocabulary and knowledge of grammatical
structures with regard to more nuanced language use and rarer expressions; they can also selectively consult appropriate
reference works when needed. In addition, they can employ reading strategies that deliberately support the construction of
meaning at the text level or facilitate conscious control of the reading process. Productive skills: They can recount the plot
and the essential content of Turkish-language literary texts that deal with topics from their own discipline or area of interest —
especially with a focus on gender and diversity. In doing so, they are able to give an uncomplicated yet coherent description
and discuss their own experiences, feelings, and reactions in detail. They can adequately explain the main aspects of an idea
or problem as treated in specific texts relevant to literary studies (in the Turkish-speaking or English-speaking realm). Orally,
they can speak relatively fluently and present an argument well enough to be understood most of the time without difficulty,
and they can take part in a discussion by justifying their own opinion. In writing, they can produce a short, simple essay that
summarizes the main points of texts they have read, expresses their own opinion on them, and provides reasons for their
opinion. In doing so, students can make use of appropriate language production strategies.

Content: Students read selected literary works by Turkish-speaking authors in Turkish (for example, short stories and novel
excerpts) in combination with a selection of texts from relevant scholarly literature in Turkish or English. In doing so, they
particularly focus on the aspects of gender and diversity that arise in the texts. They identify social discourses that emerge
from or are established in these texts, for example, on minorities or marginalized groups in Turkish society, on identity,
migration, gender relations, and role models. They also examine these discourses critically and actively process them through
their own use of the Turkish language, for example, in the form of summaries, presentations, and participation in discussions.
At the same time, they acquire the necessary linguistic tools (grammatical structures, vocabulary, etc.) and foreign language
strategies to do this. These include text comprehension and production strategies, such as learning to reduce complexity
when reproducing statements and content while leveraging the means of expression available to them.




Contact hours

Modes of instruction (hours per week Types of active participation VYorhoad
. (in hours)
during the semester)
Attendance (reading course) 60
Language-related work before Preparation and follow-up 60
. and during class (e.g., reading (reading course)
Reading course 4 ) : :
exercises, discussions, and
presentations) Assessment preparation and 30
assessment

Written examination (90 minutes); the module assessment is graded on a

Module assessment . .
pass/fail basis only.

Language Turkish and English

Regular attendance required Yes

Total workload 150 hours g;:ﬁg't
Duration One semester

Frequency Once annually

Applicability Master’s degree program M.A. History and Societies of the Islamic World

Module: Turkish Reading — Focus on History, Culture, and Society |

University/department/teaching unit: Freie Universitat Berlin/Language Center

Module coordinator: Module instructor

Prerequisites: Proof of language proficiency in Turkish to the B1.1 (oral) and B2.1 (written) levels of the Common European
Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR)

Learning objectives: Students have a solid grasp of modern Turkish equivalent to B1.2 (oral) and B2.1 (written) CEFR.
Receptive skills: Students can extract the essential content and specific details from complex Turkish nonfiction texts (e.g.,
newspaper articles, interviews) as well as from shorter scholarly essays that deal with topics concerning Turkey’s history,
society, and culture. They can comprehend the attitudes and points of view expressed in the texts, situate them within
discourses related to gender and diversity, and reflect on them critically. They are able to infer the meaning of unknown words
from context, thereby expanding their vocabulary and knowledge of grammatical structures; they can also selectively consult
appropriate reference works when needed. In addition, they can employ reading strategies that deliberately support the
construction of meaning at the text level or facilitate conscious control of the reading process. Productive skills: Students can
recount the essential content and specific details from complex Turkish nonfiction texts and shorter scholarly essays and
explain them in a simple but coherent manner. Orally, they can speak relatively fluently and present an argument well enough
to be understood most of the time without difficulty, and they can take part in a discussion by justifying their own opinion. They
can prepare and give a presentation in which they bring together arguments on the topics discussed. In writing, they can
produce a short, simple essay that summarizes the main points of texts they have read, formulates points of view toward the
topics dealt with in these texts, and provides reasons for their opinion. In doing so, students can make use of appropriate
language production strategies.

Content: Students read selected complex nonfiction texts in Turkish (e.g., newspaper articles and interviews) as well as
shorter academic essays. In particular, they focus on topics related to the history, society, and culture of Turkey as discussed
in the texts. They can make connections between the political, social, and linguistic processes of transformation in modern
Turkey as well as discourses on gender and diversity. Particular attention is paid to the language reform of 1928 and its effects
on gender roles, identities, and language policy, as well as to the influence of internal and external migration on linguistic and
cultural diversity in Turkey. Students reflect critically on the information they acquire and actively process it through their own
use of the Turkish language, for example, in the form of summaries, presentations, and participation in discussions. At the
same time, they acquire the necessary linguistic tools (grammatical structures, vocabulary, etc.) and foreign language
strategies to do this. These strategies include text comprehension and production strategies, such as learning to reduce
complexity when reproducing statements and content while leveraging the means of expression available to them.

Contact hours
Modes of instruction (hours per week Types of active participation
during the semester)

Workload
(in hours)

Attendance (reading course) 60
Language-related work before Preparation and follow-up 60
. and during class (e.g., reading (reading course)
Reading course 4 ) : .
exercises, discussions, and
presentations) Assessment preparation and 30
assessment

Written examination (90 minutes); the module assessment is graded on a

Module assessment . .
pass/fail basis only.

Language Turkish and English

Regular attendance required Yes




5 credit

Total workload 150 hours points
Duration One semester

Frequency Once annually

Applicability Master’s degree program M.A. History and Societies of the Islamic World

Module: Internship — External Professional Internship

University/department/teaching unit: Freie Universitat Berlin/Department of History and Cultural Studies/Islamic Studies

Module coordinator: Module instructor

Prerequisites: None

Learning objectives: Students have an in-depth understanding of the range of possible careers and areas of activity within
Islamic studies and are familiar with the demands and problems that can arise in the many different university and
non-university settings in which scholarly practice and Islam-related research is carried out (e.g., corporate research
departments, media outlets, government agencies, international organizations, think tanks, NGOs, or foundations). They are
able to apply advanced and specialized knowledge and skills from Islamic studies in practical, professional contexts.

Content: The internship provides subject-relevant and practice-oriented insights into a professional field of activity related
to the knowledge and skills taught in the degree program. It can also be completed abroad.

. . Contact hours . L Workload
Modes of instruction (in hours) Types of active participation (in hours)
Tasks and activities relevant to the . .
. . e e Attendance (internship)
. . internship as the specific situation . 120
External internship 120 L . Preparation and follow-up
requires; internship report (1500— (internship) 30
2100 words) P
Module assessment None
Language English, Arabic, Turkish, Hebrew, or other
Total workload 150 hours 5 gred|t
points
Duration One semester
Frequency Every winter semester
Applicability Master’s degree program M.A. History and Societies of the Islamic

World




Appendix 2:

Example Curriculum Plan for the Master’s Degree Program M.A. History and Societies of the Islamic World

Inter- and Transdisciplinary
Semester Core Area of Study Elective Modules
Required Modules Required Elective Modules
Turkish Reading —
Theory and Focus on Literature
1 Islamic History | Methodology: or Interdisciplinary
(30 credit What Is Islam? Relevant Language Module
. L or
points) (10 credit points) (5 credit points) Research Colloquium — Interdisciplinary Module | (5 credit points)
P West Asia and North
Africa (5 credit points)
or
Research Colloquium — Turkish Reading —
Islam in Europe Focus on History,
Culture and Society Interdisciolinar
2 Islamic History Il (10 credit points) or Moduﬁe y
(30 credit Normative Orders in Relevant Language
points) (10 credit points) . e or .
Muslim Societies S (5 credit points)
Interdisciplinary Module
or (5 credit points)
Normative Orders and
Religious Plurality in Politics and Society — .
Culture, Knowledge Europe West Asia and North Inte:)nrshlp
3 and Religion in Lo Africa Relevant Language
(30 credit Muslim Societies (10 credit points) . or . or
: Politics and Society — .
points) Islam in Europe Interdisciplinary Module
(10 credit points) P
(10 credit points) (5 credit points)
Research Design
4
(30 credit (5 credit points)
points) ; — - -
Master’s thesis, including presentation of results
(25 credit points)




Appendix 3: Certificate of Academic Record (template)

Freie Universitat Berlin
Department of History and Cultural Studies

Certificate of Academic Record

[First name/Last name]

born on [Month DD, YYYY], in [City of Birth, Country],

has successfully completed the master’s degree program in

History and Societies of the Islamic World

in accordance with the Examination Regulations from October 23, 2024 (published in FU-Mitteilungen [XX]/Year)
with the final grade

[Grade as number and text]

and has earned the required amount of 120 credit points.

The individual components of the program were graded as follows:

Area(s) of Study Credit Points Grade
Modules 95 (...) n.n
Master’s thesis [with presentation of the results] 25 (25) n.n

The topic of the master’s thesis was: [XX]

Berlin, [Month DD, YYYY] (Seal)

Dean Chair of the Examination Board

Grading scale: 1.0 — 1.5 very good; 1.6 — 2.5 good; 2.6 — 3.5 satisfactory; 3.6 — 4.0 sufficient; 4.1 — 5.0 insufficient / fail
Non-graded achievements: BE = pass; NB = fail
Credit points correspond to the European Credit Transfer System ECTS.
Some coursework is ungraded; the amount of credit points in parentheses denotes those credit points that have been graded
and have an effect on the cumulative grade.



Appendix 4: Degree Certificate (template)

Freie Universitat Berlin
Department of History and Cultural Studies

Degree Certificate

[First name /Last name]

born on [Month DD, YYYY], in [City of Birth, Country],

has successfully completed the master’s degree program in

History and Societies of the Islamic World.

In accordance with the Examination Regulations from October 23, 2024 (published in FU-Mitteilungen
[XX]/Year),

the Degree of

Master of Arts (M.A.)

is hereby awarded.

Berlin, [Month DD, YYYY] (Seal)

Dean Chair of the
Examination Board



