THE
SOCIO-
CULTURAL
LIFE OF
CONCEPTS

Do sociological concepts live a
social life?

Like the people, processes, or
relations they describe, social
concepts alter in meaning as they
live on, or become entangled with
neighboring, intersecting, or
opposing concepts, or when the
colonizer and the colonized find
themselves using the same
referent to a reality they
understand or evaluate differently.

LEXICON OF 60
CONCEPTS

In The Socio-Cultural Life of
Sociological Concepts, we
aim to create a comparative
lexicon of 60 key concepts in
the social sciences as they
were and are currently used
in Arabic, English and French.

This research project is
supported by the Einstein
Foundation and hosted by
Florian Zemmin at the Berlin
Graduate School Muslim
Cultures and Societies.

mab205epitt.edu

WHAT CONCEPTS
WOULD YOU LIKE TO
DEFINE?

While we have a tentative list of
key concepts, we are interested in
incorporating you into this project
to the extent possible.

Let us know if you are interested in
contributing a concept or writing a
short background paper about its
life in any of the three languages
proposed above.

The project includes three
workshops between 2026 and
2029 to think collectively about
concepts, their meanings and their
development.

Mohammed Bamyeh,
Einstein Fellow,

Nayera Soliman,
Einstein Postdoc,
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