Workshop “Is Global History Truly Global: Positionality of Historians*

Berlin, 4 — 6 December: Venue: International Research Center ,Work and Human Life
Course in Global History (re:work)“, Humboldt University Berlin

Like every other form of historiography, global history is invariably influenced by the con-
ditions under it emerges and the specific social context in which it is written. Even if the
object of study is the world, that does not mean that interpretations are understood, let
alone accepted, everywhere. As a result, the field of global history has been heralded
with the call to multiply the perspectives, and to augment the range of interpretations by
adding voices to the historiographical chorus.

Recognition of a multiplicity of views on the world is an important advance and a defining
feature of much recent global history. For the field in its entirety, it requires recognition
that many competing, and sometimes mutually exclusive, readings of the global past co-
exist. This workshop attempts to further reflect upon the positionality of historians as a
crucial aspect of writing global history.

Program:

Thursday, 4 Dec.:

18-20 Sven Beckert (Harvard): “King Cotton: A Global History of Capitalism (pub-
lic talk at Free University), followed by dinner, all workshop participants in-
vited by FU

Friday, 5 Dec.:

9.30 Sebastian CONRAD (Berlin): “Positionality in Global History”

10.30 Masashi HANEDA (Tokyo), “History of Japanese Historiography and

‘Global History™”

Alessandro STANZIANI (Paris), “The Past and Present of Global History
in France”

12.00 Takeshi FUSHIMI (Keio), "Searching the Place of American Civilizations in
the 'Japanese’ World History"

Andreas ECKERT (Berlin), “Another Imperialism? Global History and Afri-
can Historians”

13.30 Lunch

14.30 Naoko YUGE (Waseda), “The Enlightenment and its Darkness”



16.00

16.15

18.00

19.30

Silvia SEBASTIANI (Paris) “The Enlightenment Project of Universal His-
tory: A Global Understanding of Historical Processes?

Coffee Break

Akinobu KURODA (Tokyo), “Monetary Theory, Monetary History and
Global History”

Matthew KARP (Princeton). “American Slavery, Slaveholders, and Global
History”

Meeting Representatives Global History Collaborative

Dinner

Saturday, 6 Dec.

9.30

11.00

11.15

12.00

13.00

Tomoko MORIKAWA (Hokkaido), “Global History and a View from West
Asia”

Teresa SHAWCROSS (Princeton), “Globalism and the Crisis of Mediterra-
nean Empires: A Medieval Historian’s Approach

Coffee Break

Sheldon GARON (Princeton), ,Japan’s ‘Comparative Advantage’ in Global
History”

Final Discussion and Future Perspectives

Lunch and Departure



