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1. Introduction 

This bibliography grew out of the recognition that research on the history of international ex-

hibitions and world’s fairs is burgeoning and that sources on the topic have proliferated enormously 

in recent years.  As a consequence, the field has grown tremendously and now involves disciplines 

as diverse as History, Cultural Geography, Urban Studies, Art History and the History of Architec-

ture, among others.  This development, however, has made it increasingly difficult to find appropri-

ate research sources.  It is hoped that this bibliography will aid in that process. 

The bibliography is strongest on exhibitions and fairs held in North America and Western 

Europe although it does include fairs held in other parts of the world.  The list starts with research 

aids and general works first, followed by each country in alphabetical order and then the fairs by 

date.  For the most part, only international fairs and expositions whose goals surpassed solely 

commercial concerns and involved more than one country have been included.  The bibliography 

only includes secondary sources that are analytical rather than merely descriptive although there 

are some sources that are not scholarly in nature.  By necessity, primary sources, contemporane-

ous works, firsthand accounts and popular materials have been excluded.  References for fairs be-

fore 1851 and after 1951 are sporadic at best. For lists of exposition fiction and films, please go to 

the respective lists at http://www.csufresno.edu/library/subjectresources/specialcollections/world-

fairs/ExpoFictionList.pdf and http://www.csufreno.edu/library/subjectresouresources/specialcollec-

tions/worldfairs/ExpoFilmList.pdf on California State University, Fresno’s Special Collections Library 

web site. 

Beginning with approximately 1200 citations encompassing almost one hundred expositions, 

this online bibliography was first launched in November 2000.  At that time, the bibliography was 

hosted simultaneously on the “Theory of Architecture” web site at Brandenburgische Technische 

Universität in Cottbus, Germany and on the Special Collections Library web site at California State 

University, Fresno.  The bibliography was again updated in March 2002, with new entries for 

expositions in Dallas 1937, Dresden 1911 and 1930, London 1910, Rio de Janeiro 1922-1923, 

Sydney 1879, and Turin 1884, 1898, 1902 and 1911. 

In November 2006, the latest update was completed.  Comprising 94 pages, with 1868 

citations, the bibliography now covers expositions from 24 countries. As before, all new entries in 

the latest update are identified by an asterisk (*). The Internet Resources section has also been 

enlarged but is now organized by fair, spanning expositions long past (such as 1893 World’s 

Columbian Exposition) as well as expositions just past (i.e. the 2005 Expo in Aichi, Japan).  New 

sections on Amsterdam 1883 and 1898, Brussels 1897 and 1935, Bucharest 1906, Düsseldorf 

1902, Frankfurt am Main 1891, London 1886, Madrid 1887, Milan 1906, Nashville 1897, Semarang 

1914 and Philadelphia 1926 have been added, thus further expanding the scope of the biblio-

graphy.  A section for expositions held in Czechoslovakia has also been added. 
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This, however, will be the last iteration of this bibliography as it was originally conceived.  A 

new collaboration with the Smithsonian Institution Libraries was formed in 2006 with the goal of 

merging the two existing web-based world’s fair bibliographies into one mega-bibliography, com-

bining the strengths of each.  The Smithsonian offers a well-designed, user-friendly interface along 

with comprehensive coverage of all works published in the U.S. (including theses and dissertations) 

between 1992 and 2004.  Our bibliography makes available works published well before 1992 as 

well as works from all over the world, in various languages.  Together, the two bibliographies will be 

stronger than the sum of its parts and will offer researchers unprecedented access to the breadth 

and depth of the universe that is world’s fair research.  It will also afford us the opportunity to ex-

pand the scope of the bibliography in future years to include sources on current and future expos as 

well as the increasingly studied national, trade and industrial fairs of the past.  To ensure that cita-

tions to the old bibliography are not rendered defunct, researchers will be automatically routed to 

the new URL as soon as it has been mounted.  The merger of the two most comprehensive bibliog-

raphies on world’s fairs and international expositions will be announced as soon as it is complete 

and ready for use. 

It took the efforts of many to bring this bibliography to fruition in the first place and we would 

like to gratefully acknowledge the following people:  Michael Goerke from European University 

Institute, Florence, Heidrun Bastian from Brandenburgische Technische Universität, Cottbus, and 

the staff of the Systems office at the Library of California State University, Fresno.  Without them, 

this bibliography would never have gotten off the ground.  For the 2002 edition, we thank Serge 

Noiret, Moritz Staemmler and Stephen Wildman for their suggestions and advice during the up-

dating process, and David Fisher for his extensive list of sources.  Many thanks to Heloisa Barbuy, 

Andreas R. Hofmann and Robert Tamilia for their additions to the 2006 update of the bibliography. 

 
To cite this work, please use the following: 

Geppert, Alexander C.T., Jean Coffey and Tammy Lau: International Exhibitions, Expositions Uni-

verselles and World’s Fairs, 1851-2005: A Bibliography. URL: http://www.lib.csufresno.edu/subject-

resources/specialcollections/worldfairs/ExpoBibliography3ed.pdf. 

 
To our knowledge, this is the most current and complete bibliography on the topic that exists. 

As always, we welcome comments, suggestions and especially new entries.  This is a practice we 

hope to keep alive even after the merger but for now, please send your suggestions or additions to 

Alexander Geppert at alexander.geppert@fu-berlin.de. 

 

Berlin and Fresno November 1, 2006 

 

Alexander C.T. Geppert, Jean Coffey and Tammy Lau 
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2. Research Aids 

2.1 Research Aids General 
1. BROWNELL, Joan: Guide to the Exposition Records of the Smithsonian Institution and the 

United States National Museum, 1867-1939. Washington, DC 1991: Archives and Special 
Collections of the Smithsonian Institution Libraries. 

2. FINDLING, John E. and Kimberly D. PELLE (eds.): Historical Dictionary of World’s Fairs and 
Expositions, 1851-1988. New York 1990: Greenwood Press. 

3. *FINDLING, John E. and Kimberly D. PELLE: Resources for World’s Fair Research, in: Popular 
Culture in Libraries 2.3 (1994), 89-95. 

4. HARMAN, Ken: A List of World Exhibitions, Parts I-IV, in: Exhibition Study Group Journal 37 
(1995), 23-8; 38 (1995), 30-7; 39 (1995), 62-8; 40 (1996), 12-14. 

5. HELTON, H. Stephen: Preliminary Inventory of the Records of United States Participation in In-
ternational Conferences, Commissions, and Expositions (Record Group 43). Washington, DC 
1955: National Archives. 

6. JAMES, Elizabeth: The Victoria & Albert Museum: A Bibliography and Exhibition Chronology, 
1852-1996. Chicago 1998: Fitzroy Dearborn. 

7. KROKER, Evelyn: Publikationen über Weltausstellungen aus dem 19. Jahrhundert als Quelle 
für die Wirtschafts- und Technikgeschichte, in: Technikgeschichte in Einzeldarstellungen 17 
(1969), 131-47. 

8. *LAU, Tammy: Le promesse e i rischi di Internet nel regno delle esposizioni universali, in: 
Alexander C.T. GEPPERT and Massimo BAIONI (eds.): Esposizioni in Europa tra Otto e 
Novecento: Spazi, organizzazione, rappresentazioni. Milano 2004: FrancoAngeli [Special 
issue of Memoria e Ricerca: Rivista di storia contemporanea 17 (settembre-dicembre 2004)], 
259-65. 

9. MAHONEY, Ronald J.: CSSH Notes. [The Donald G. Larson Collection of International 
Expositions in the Department of Special Collections, Henry Madden Library at California 
State University, Fresno], in: Comparative Studies in Society and History 31.2 (April 1989), 
398-9. 

10. MAHONEY, Ronald J.: The Larson Collection of International Expositions: A University Library 
Joins the Hunt for Guidebooks & Postcards, in: World’s Fair 5.4 (Fall 1985), 5-6. 

11. OSAKA FURITSU TOSHOKAN: Osaka Furitsu Toshokan zo bankoku hakurankai kankei shiryo 
mokuroku. Osaka 1971. 

12. SHAPIRO, A.: Uchastie Rossii vo vsemirnykh vystavkakh XIX i nachala XX vv. (Tematicheskii 
obzor arkhivnykh materialov) [Russian Participation in World’s Fairs of the 19th and Early 
20th Centuries. (A Thematic Review of Archival Materials)], in: Arkhivnoe delo 49.1(1939), 
92-104. 

13. SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION LIBRARIES: The Books of the Fairs: Guide to the Microfilm Collection. 
4 vols. Woodbridge, CT 1989: Research Publications. 

14. SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION LIBRARIES: The Books of the Fairs: Materials about World’s Fairs, 
1834-1916, in the Smithsonian Institution Libraries. Chicago 1992: American Library Asso-
ciation. 

15. TAYLOR, Earl R.: A Checklist of the Robert A. Feer Collection of World Fairs of North America. 
Boston 1976: Boston Public Library. 

16. *ZONGHI, Roberta: World’s Fair Collections in the Boston Public Library, in: Popular Culture in 
Libraries 2.3 (1994), 33-7. 

Internet Resources 
17. CHICAGO PUBLIC LIBRARY, SPECIAL COLLECTIONS AND PRESERVATION DIVISION: The World’s 

Columbian Exposition of 1893 Collection and Papers of James W. Ellsworth. 
http://www.chipublib.org/001hwlc/speworldexp.html 

18. DANILOSKI, Stan: The World’s Fair and Exposition Information and Reference Guide. 
http://www.earthstation9.com/worlds_2.htm 
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19. LIBRARY OF CONGRESS: American Memory Project [digitized materials, including items such as 
films from a number of both American and European world’s fairs]. 
http://memory.loc.gov/ 

20. *MAIER, Nicolas: International Exhibitions and World Fairs [medals]. 
http://www.finemedals.com/exhibitions.htm 

21. NATIONAL ART LIBRARY (London): 1851 Project: The Great Exhibition. 
http://www.vam.ac.uk/collections/prints_books/great_exhibition/index.html 

22. *NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART, PHOTOGRAPHIC ARCHIVES: Photographs of International Exposi-
tions. 
http://www.nga.gov/resources/expositions.htm 

23. *Online Archive of California.  
http://www.oac.cdlib.org/search.image.html [type in “expositions” in search box to get a gen-
eral set of more than 2000 images from different expositions] 

24. SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION LIBRARIES (SPECIAL COLLECTIONS): World’s Fairs. 
http://www.sil.si.edu/libraries/Dibner/collections.htm [scroll down to section on world’s fairs] 

25. *UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, RIVERSIDE, CALIFORNIA MUSEUM OF PHOTOGRAPHY: The Golden 
Door: Immigration Images from the Keystone-Mast Collection, Expositions and World's Fairs.  
http://www.cmp.ucr.edu/  [click on “Exhibitions,” then type “golden door”  in site search box] 

26. UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND LIBRARIES: World’s Fairs. 
http://www.lib.umd.edu/UMCP/ARCH/guides/worldsfair.html 

27. *UNIVERSITY OF READING, LIBRARY: Great Exhibition Collection. 
http://www.library.rdg.ac.uk/colls/special/greatexhibit.html 

28. WASHINGTONMO.COM: World’s Fair Links. 
http://www.washingtonmo.com/library/fairlinks.html 

29. *WILLIAMS, Marc: Expolinks. 
http://expolinks.expoarchive.com/ 

2.2 Bibliographies 
1. BERTUCA, David J., Donald K. HARTMAN and Susan M. NEUMEISTER: The World’s Columbian 

Exposition: A Centennial Bibliographic Guide. Westport, CT 1996: Greenwood Press. 
2. BUFFÉVENT, Béatrix de: Les Colonies dans les expositions, in: BIBLIOTHÈQUE ADMINISTRATIVE 

DE LA VILLE DE PARIS: Catalogue des fonds coloniaux de la Bibliothèque Administrative. Vol. 2. 
Paris 1994: Mairie de Paris, Direction des affaires culturelles. 

3. BURKE, Bridget J.: World’s Fairs and International Expositions: Selected References 1987-
1993, in: Robert W. RYDELL and Nancy GWINN (eds.): Fair Representations: World’s Fairs 
and the Modern World. Amsterdam 1994: VU University Press, 218-47. 

4. CARPENTER, Kenneth E.: European Industrial Exhibitions before 1851 and Their Publications, 
in: Technology and Culture 13 (1972), 465-86. 

5. COLEMAN, Earle E.: The Exhibition in the Palace: A Bibliographical Essay, in: Bulletin of the 
New York Public Library 64.9 (September 1960), 458-77. 

6. DAVIS, Julia Finette: International Expositions 1851-1900, in: American Association of 
Architectural Bibliographers Papers 4 (1967), 47-130. 

7. DOUMATO, Lamia: Victorian Architecture: A Bibliography of Books, Periodical Articles, and 
Exhibition Catalogs. Monticello, IL 1990: Vance Bibliographies. 

8. DYBWAD, G. L. and Joy V. BLISS: Annotated Bibliography: World’s Columbian Exposition, Chi-
cago, 1893, with Illustrations and Price Guide. Albuquerque, NM 1992: The Book Stops Here. 

9. DYBWAD, G. L. and Joy V. BLISS: Annotated Bibliography: World’s Columbian Exposition, Chi-
cago 1893: Supplement. Albuquerque, NM 1999: The Book Stops Here. 

10. FAMY, Colètte: [Bibliographie analytique de l’Exposition Universelle tenue à Paris en 1878]. 
Rapport pour le Diplôme, l’Institut National des Techniques de la Documentation, Conserva-
toire National des Arts et Métiers, Paris, 1962. 

11. FERGUSON, Eugene S.: Exhibitions, in: Eugene S. FERGUSON: Bibliography of the History of 
Technology. Cambridge, MA 1968: M.I.T. Press/London 1968: Society for the History of 
Technology, 192-200. 
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PARIS: Catalogue des fonds coloniaux de la Bibliothèque Administrative. Vol. 2. Paris 1994: 
Mairie de Paris, Direction des affaires culturelles. 

13. GREGORY, Winifred (ed.): International Congresses and Conferences, 1840-1937: A Union 
List of Their Publications Available in Libraries of the United States and Canada. New York 
1938: H.W. Wilson. 

14. *HARMON, Carey A.: The Pan-American Exposition: A Selected Annotated Bibliography of 
Sources Available at the Buffalo and Erie County Public Library. Revised by Varney Greene. 
Buffalo, NY 2001: Buffalo and Erie County Public Library. 

15. HELLMAN, Florence S.: A Selected List of References on Fairs and Expositions, 1928-1939. 
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National des Techniques de la Documentation, Conservatoire National des Arts et Métiers, 
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4.24.24 New York World’s Fair, New York, New York 1964-1965 
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