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Exposé

Demotic magical formularies, transmitted in partly multilingual and multiscriptural handbooks
together with Greek and so-called “Old-Coptic” texts and text passages, have been subject to
research by demotic scholars for a long time. The large corpus of Coptic magical text too has been
studied since long, notably certain conspicuously pagan traditions therein which have been
frequently commented on from perspectives of Egyptology and the history of religion.

Egyptian magical formularies of the 1 millennium CE are extant in different book formats — scroll,
codex, and rotulus. They are multimedia knowledge repositories, verbalizing in different scripts and
languages, and partly visualizing, magical rituals in term of their practical manipulations (“praxis”),
including required utensils and substances, in terms of the words (“logos”) to be recited over magical
objects or to be written with specific writing liquids on specific writing supports, and in terms of
sacrifices to be offered (“thysia”). Some ancient assemblages of Demotic, Greek, “Old-Coptic”, or
Coptic manuscripts, thus magical “libraries” or “archives”, can partly be reconstructed from available
provenience information.

For a long time, magical formularies have been perceived and studied through specific philological
(Greek, Demotic, Coptic) lenses in disciplinary isolation, as mere texts, i.e. merely linguistic items.
Only through the recent years, raised awareness has been devoted to manuscript- and text-internal
(linguistic, graphemic, content-related) complexities, on different contexts and, last but not least, on
materiality, so that these ancient knowledge repositories are now in the focus of a multi-method,
multi-layered, interdisciplinary research agenda (e.g., O’Connell 2022, Dosoo 2025; Dosoo & Torallas
Tovar 2022). The Hauptseminar shall be dedicated to these complexities and this novel research
agenda. Its topics will include:
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1. “praxis”, “logos”, “thysia”: towards the functional structure of magical formularies — 2. Magical
formularies in the (finding) context of ancient collections of texts — 3. Reading exercises: Demotic
magical formularies (P.BM 10588, P.Lond.Leid.) — 4. Reading exercises: Coptic magical formularies:
(Berlin Magical Archive, Hays Archive) — 5. Multimediality: Multilingualism and multiscripturalism,
text and image — 6. Scroll, codex, rotulus: book formats and mis-en-page of magical formularies - 7.
Writing supports and writing liquids: Towards the functionality and semantics of magical materials —
8. Institutional, social, and religious contexts of magical formularies.
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