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Mother-Goddess Misconceptions

Both in popular culture and in scholarly publications, it is often asserted as fact that
in Prehistoric cultures in Europe believed in the existence of a “Mother-Goddess.”
One scholar, Marija Gimbutas, is particularly associated with Mother-Goddess theo-
ries and the belief in prehistoric matriarchy. Yet Neolithic and Bronze Age cultures,
particularly those of Southeastern Europe, did not believe exclusively in a Mother-
Goddess, and were not matriarchs – and Gimbutas knew it.

The reasons why one scholar’s name became fallaciously associated with ar-
guments that she did not make include historical biases, poor scholarship and
oversimplifications. This paper consists of a historiographic synopsis on how the idea
of an archetypal Mother-Goddess began with Romanticism in the late 18th and 19th
centuries, when the origins of the Olympian Gods were considered by men such as
Frazer, Gerhard and Bachofen, who were not academics. Philosophers, writes and
psychologists such as Jung and Graves continued research into archetypal deities
during the first half of the 19th century. While in the latter half of the 20th-century,
feminist reactionaries such as Stone and Göttner-Abendroth reinvented the existence
of matriarchs and the Mother-Goddess in order to serve their ideological needs.

Some scholars, like Gimbutas and Eisler, took a more open-minded approach
and looked at the facts and archaeological material, rather than projecting their etic
perceptions onto the past in order to prove a point. They recognized that prehistoric
pantheons consisted of many male and female deities and considered the possibility
for egalitarianism. Other 20th-century archaeologists, like Evans and Mellaart, did,
however, explicitly state their beliefs in the existence of the Mother-Goddess and tried
to use their finds as proof of their theories, rather than letting the evidence speak
for itself. Both Evans and Mellaart’s excavations were so sensational at the time
that their research became known outside the academy – particularly the mistaken
notion of a Mother-Goddess, which was presented as fact, repeated as fact, and
continues to be propagated as such.
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• Nemanja Radulović (U. Belgrade): “The Role of Gnosticism in Neo-
Bogomilism”

• Franz Winter (U. Vienna): “The Use of Ancient Gnostic Texts in Modern
Esoteric Movements: the Case of Samael Aun Weor”

back to top

4

http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Kreps.pdf
http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Kreps.pdf
http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Radulovic.pdf
http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Radulovic.pdf
http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Winter.pdf
http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Winter.pdf


Freie Universität Berlin
New Antiquities: Transformations of the Past in the New Age and Beyond

26 & 27 June 2014

Index:

Essenes:

• Anne Kreps (Yale-NUS College, Singapore): “The Essenes in Southern
Oregon”

back to top

5

http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Kreps.pdf
http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Kreps.pdf


Freie Universität Berlin
New Antiquities: Transformations of the Past in the New Age and Beyond

26 & 27 June 2014

Index:

Feminism:

• Lily A. Bonga (Crete): “Mother-Goddess Misconceptions”

• Meret Fehlmann (U. Zürich): “Ancient Goddesses for Modern Times or
New Goddesses from Ancient Times?”

• Kathryn Rountree (U. Tasmania): “Transforming Goddesses: Neo-Pagan
Projects of Revival and Reinvention”

• Caroline Tully (U. Melbourne): “The artifice of Daedalus: Modern Minoica
as Religious Focus in Contemporary Paganism”

• Helga Vogel (FU Berlin): “‘The Goddess is alive!’ – Goddess Feminism
and Archaeology: the Case of Çatal Höyük”

back to top

6

http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Fehlmann.pdf
http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Fehlmann.pdf
http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Rountree.pdf
http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Rountree.pdf
http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Tully.pdf
http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Tully.pdf
http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Vogel.pdf
http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Vogel.pdf


Freie Universität Berlin
New Antiquities: Transformations of the Past in the New Age and Beyond

26 & 27 June 2014

Index:

Germany:

• Helga Vogel (FU Berlin): “‘The Goddess is alive!’ – Goddess Feminism
and Archaeology: the Case of Çatal Höyük”

back to top

7

http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Vogel.pdf
http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Vogel.pdf


Freie Universität Berlin
New Antiquities: Transformations of the Past in the New Age and Beyond

26 & 27 June 2014

Index:

Goddess-worship:

• Lily A. Bonga (Crete): “Mother-Goddess Misconceptions”

• Meret Fehlmann (U. Zürich): “Ancient Goddesses for Modern Times or
New Goddesses from Ancient Times?”

• Kathryn Rountree (U. Tasmania): “Transforming Goddesses: Neo-Pagan
Projects of Revival and Reinvention”

• Caroline Tully (U. Melbourne): “The artifice of Daedalus: Modern Minoica
as Religious Focus in Contemporary Paganism”

• Helga Vogel (FU Berlin): “‘The Goddess is alive!’ – Goddess Feminism
and Archaeology: the Case of Çatal Höyük”

back to top

8

http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Fehlmann.pdf
http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Fehlmann.pdf
http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Rountree.pdf
http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Rountree.pdf
http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Tully.pdf
http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Tully.pdf
http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Vogel.pdf
http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Vogel.pdf


Freie Universität Berlin
New Antiquities: Transformations of the Past in the New Age and Beyond

26 & 27 June 2014

Index:

Greece:

• Meret Fehlmann (U. Zürich): “Ancient Goddesses for Modern Times or
New Goddesses from Ancient Times?”

• Kathryn Rountree (U. Tasmania): “Transforming Goddesses: Neo-Pagan
Projects of Revival and Reinvention”

• Caroline Tully (U. Melbourne): “The artifice of Daedalus: Modern Minoica
as Religious Focus in Contemporary Paganism”

back to top

9

http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Fehlmann.pdf
http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Fehlmann.pdf
http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Rountree.pdf
http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Rountree.pdf
http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Tully.pdf
http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Tully.pdf


Freie Universität Berlin
New Antiquities: Transformations of the Past in the New Age and Beyond

26 & 27 June 2014

Index:

Italy:

• Kathryn Rountree (U. Tasmania): “Transforming Goddesses: Neo-Pagan
Projects of Revival and Reinvention”

back to top

10

http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Rountree.pdf
http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Rountree.pdf


Freie Universität Berlin
New Antiquities: Transformations of the Past in the New Age and Beyond

26 & 27 June 2014

Index:

Latin America:

• Franz Winter (U. Vienna): “The Use of Ancient Gnostic Texts in Modern
Esoteric Movements: the Case of Samael Aun Weor”

back to top

11

http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Winter.pdf
http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Winter.pdf


Freie Universität Berlin
New Antiquities: Transformations of the Past in the New Age and Beyond

26 & 27 June 2014

Index:

Literature:

• Meret Fehlmann (U. Zürich): “Ancient Goddesses for Modern Times or
New Goddesses from Ancient Times?”

back to top

12

http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Fehlmann.pdf
http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Fehlmann.pdf


Freie Universität Berlin
New Antiquities: Transformations of the Past in the New Age and Beyond

26 & 27 June 2014

Index:

Music:

• Linda Simonis (Ruhr-U., Bochum): “Neo-Gnosticism in Contemporary
Popular Music: Current 93 and Nox Aurea”

back to top

13

http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Simonis.pdf
http://www.geschkult.fu-berlin.de/e/newantik/program/abstracts/Simonis.pdf


Freie Universität Berlin
New Antiquities: Transformations of the Past in the New Age and Beyond

26 & 27 June 2014

Index:

Neo-Gnosticism:

• Matthew Dillon (Rice U., Houston): “Unearthed Rituals, Recollected The-
ologies, Mnemohistory and the Role of Scholarship in Contemporary
‘Gnosticism(s)’”
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